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16-Year-Old Chicago Girl Publishes First Children’s Book

Bolingbrook, Illinois: Teenager Laylah Richmond launches her first children’s book. The Whole World Opened Up tells the story of a third
grader who enters a reading contest. She soon finds herself on a surprising journey as she discovers the power of words, her African American
heritage, and her true potential.

Aimed primarily at 8- to 10-year-olds, the book is based on Laylah’s real-life experience with the Black Star Reading Contest, whi
entered in third grade and won second place. Founded by Mr. Phillip Jackson in 1996, the Black Star Project is an educational nonpro
organization that aims to eliminate the racial academic achievement gap by improving the lives of those living in African American
communities. The organization is behind many educational initiatives, including the Black Star Reading Contest.

Laylah wrote the original version of the manuscript when she was still in grade school. “I was that little girl in the book,”
contest opened my eyes to so many possibilities, and | wanted to share those with the world.” '

Laylah co-wrote the book with her grandmother Sharon Richmond, and designed all the illustrations.

Laylah and Sharon both pay tribute to Mr. Jackson’s vision behind the Black Star Project. “I cannot say enoug
has done for the community,” says Sharon. “He continues to inspire us all.”

Two Continents Ambassador Program to Port Alfred, South Africa. She is currently working on t
Gum in School,” also expected to be published in 2023.

Contact: Alexa Nazzaro, Two Pigeons Press
Email: anazzaro@twopigeonspress.com
Website: www.twopigeonspress.com
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Q & A

1. Tell us a little about the inspiration behind The Whole World Opened Up.

Laylah: When | was in third grade, the principal at my school, Mrs. Killingsworth, who is recently retired, challenged all the stude
a book for a writing contest presented by our school. It was called the Young Authors Writing Competitions. | won 3rd place

2. What are some takeaways you would like readers to get from your book?

Laylah: | want to encourage the younger generation of black girls to have confidence in themselves and
important, they need to give 100% effort and have hope. | want this book to encourage them to

Grandma Irene, Mom, Dad, Phillip Jackson and his staff, and principal Killingsworth. Each ch
confidence. The book also reminds us of some valuable life lessons: behind every challenge li
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3. The Whole World Opened Up explores African American identity and history. What can parents do to reinforce in thei
children pride associated with their African American identity?

Sharon: The most important thing we need is knowledge—knowledge of who we are and how we got here. Black Parents can s
need by associating with Black community-based programs. This will reinforce each child’s vision, mental clarity and purpose. A
Bethune said, “We are custodians as well as heirs of a great civilization.” In their everyday behavior, parents must model emp
an insatiable appetite for knowledge. Let your children see you reading and researching your history. Let them hear you
about Black life. There is great wealth in being proud of yourself.

4. Your book commemorates the work of Phillip Jackson and The Black Star Project. Laylah, h
your life?

A lot of black girls do not have their fathers around, but Philip Jackson represented that caring father tt
be our best selves.

5. Tell us more about your future goals.

Laylah: | love all things creative, like doodling and making face sketches, as well as rr



bowuts Laylah

Currently a high school sophomore, Laylah Richmond started writing in second
grade with her first story, “Don’t Chew Bubble Gum in School.”

Laylah won first place in the 1st Annual Youth WNBA All-Star Essay Contest
an essay contest through the BDM Sports and Education (BELIEVE) Project.
In August 2022, Laylah won first place in the Hello to Natural Back to School
Laptop Giveaway essay contest presented by Back to Natural Health company.
In October 2022, Laylah was selected to travel with the Chicago Knights Robotic
team as part of the One Team, Two Continents Ambassador Program to Por
Alfred, South Africa.

Laylah is currently rewriting “Don’t Chew Bubble Gum in School’ to be p
in early 2023.

After a thirty-four-year career, Sharon Richmond retired from the
engineering department at Navistar, Inc. as a technical designer. Following
that, she obtained her massage therapy license from Soderworld Wellness
Center and Academy.

Besides writing, she also enjoys performing/singing, roller skating and
raising her two grandchildren, Laylah and Taydon. It has been a joy to work
with Laylah on her first book.




About the Book

Laylah is your typical third grader—she loves playing with Lego, hanging with her BFF
Ria, and spending time with her grandmother Irene.

{ah and Sharon Richmond
When her grandmother suggests Laylah enter a reading contest, Laylah’s not sure. i
She’s always dreamed of being a writer, but reading doesn’t always come easily. What
if she stumbles on an unknown word in front of everyone? i ‘ ze WhOLe
After some encouragement from her family, Laylah agrees, and soon finds herself
on a surprising journey as she discovers the power of words, her African American Of

heritage, and her true potential.

Opened Op

The Whole World Opened Up is the stunning debut by Laylah and Sharon Richmond,
and a child’s perfect introduction to independent reading. Featuring a rich story and
fun illustrations, this chapter book explores numerous themes, including:

e The power and magic of words
e Perseverance and pride

e African American history

 Friendship and community

The Whole World Opened Up invites children to join Laylah on her journey of
inspiration, hope and self-discovery. ’


https://www.amazon.com/dp/0991816196

What the Crities

Are $aying

“The Whole World Opened
Up is just the right length and
style to be encouraging rather
than intimidating... a great story for
encouraging and supporting developing
literacy.”

- The Childrens Book Review

“The Whole World Opened
Up weaves history, language arts

and intergenerational engagement
into a powerful story for all ages. The
book encourages children and adults to
live their best lives. Thank you, Laylah
and Sharon Richmond, for this beautiful

work of art!”

- Gloria Smith, Executive Director
of The Black Star Project

This book will be an eye-op:
for young readers being ec



